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Currently, many countries are establishing goals for e Reinhard, Jirgenetal. Global environmental

substituting biofuels for fossil fuels. These goals usually
foresee 5-10% substitution while today's production, in most
countries, is far below 2%. Evidently, many countries will
seek to meet their ambitious biofuel targets through imports.
This global trade in biofuels, which is to some extent already
taking place, will have a major impact not only on other
commodity markets like vegetable oils or animal fodder but
also on the global land use change and on environmental
impacts.

This special issue focuses on the relation between trading,
policy making and sustainability impacts of biofuels. It
demonstrates the strong but complex link between biofuels
production and the global food market, it unveils policy
measures as the main drivers for production and use of
biofuels and it analyzes various sustainability indicators and
certification schemes for biofuels with respect to minimizing
the adverse effects of biofuels while maximizing the benefits
of the future use of biofuels.
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The papers in this Special Issue of Journal of Cleaner
Production are of interest and relevance to a broad range of
readers. We hope that this Special Issue will foster dialogues
between different stakeholders, but also provide ideas and
opportunities for different research disciplines to combine
their  strengths while pursuing their research of
nanotechnology in light of sustainability.

For further information please contact one of the Guest
Editors. E-mail addresses: thomas.ruddy@empa.ch (T.F.
Ruddy), rainer.zah@empa.ch (Rainer Zah)
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