For a < Free > Village at the WSIS	
World Summit on Information Society
Introduction

The main goal of the Summit is evidently to bridge the Digital Divide, to make ICT available to all, so that they can be used to correct social divides: this goal was clearly stated during the Visionaries Panel at the opening of PrepCom2, and repeated in the WSIS intersessional documents . Declaration of Principles and Action Plan. 
It is a fact – also stated by these official documents – that for economically less advanced countries, free software is an important, and even an indispensable factor facilitating access to ICT and to all kinds of electronic content. In fact, in these countries,  the cost os proprietary software licenses would be unbearable, in some places equivalent to the whole budget of an  educational institution, for instance.
Let us also remember that the very infrastructure for internet and several other technologies (digital radio/TV…) is based on free solutions connected with GNU/Linux: for instance Apache, BIND and Sendmail are leaders in the respective fields of Web servers, name servers and e-mail clients. Free software allowed the development of an ecosystem based on concepts of mutual help and sharing, a source of examples for a world characterized by ever increasing reciprocal dependence. Envisioning such a Summit without involving promoters from the free software movement, who often work without pay and away from the limelight for the common good, would be tantamount to getting inveigled in a mercantile bias where only the stronger and the more habile speakers could be heard. The value of contributions from GNU and Linux, and from so many similar projects, goes far beyond the statistics of their present installation on computers: these projects herald a real social choice, and their absence from the Summit would be unacceptable.
Mentioning the promotion of free software in the Summit documents is already a very positive step. Nevertheless, it would be even more important to offer participants and visitors a possibility to use it and, above all, to see how they are integrated in an information society where ICT serve the cause of fairness and well-being for all.
This is why we present you with the following proposal:
A Free Village at WSIS
In this village, free solutions would enable access to content and actions that should characterize a fair and just Information society. They would thus be both a means and an object of learning. Some of  its characteristics follow:
A freely accessible network of computers (LAN), working with free software
Through this LAN, the general public would be able to gain familiarity with free software. All too often, these free programs are perceived as "difficult", as something "only geeks can use". People could see that from the end-user's viewpoint, these programs are as easy to use as proprietary ones.
Besides, for sysops who are potentially interested in "free" server management, such a LAN would offer a concrete basis for questions they could ask on-the-spot experts.
Free content
Through this LAN, people could access instances of free content in several fields: education, administration, health, media, Human Rights, for instance, and get help in using ICT in these fields.
Help, training and information
Obviously, this Free Village would not merely be virtual. Participants and visitors of the Summit would be able to ask questions from flesh-and-blood helpers. 
These helpers should not be computer professionals, but would be trained before the Summit in the use of free software, in methods of free training, and of the free and interactive content production, and, at large, in the use of collaborative platforms, so as to initiate a vast and lasting "waterfall" training process.
The Village would also offer moments of demonstration, and presentations on the use of ICT in information society, for instance about concrete projects aimed at bridging the digital divide, such as those presented in Lugano during the experts' round table organised by UNESCO (March 14-16, 2003), and other presentations by specialists of free solutions and of their existing enactments. It would be particularly important that experts form economically less advanced countries be associated in these activities,
Logistical aspects, organisation, financing
The signatories of this proposal belong to non profit groups and associations of the Civil Society. They therefore lack the financial resources needed to enact it. However, we think that this actualization of the Summit's Principles would greatly contribute to the justification of its existence, beyond mere official statements.
It would therefore be in the very interest of the Summit itself to take charge of the logistical aspects (by offering the needed space and infrastructure) of such a Free Village, and to finance its activities. On the other hand, the signatories could participate in the practical organisation of the Village.

Exact goal: 
Aware of the important sums ear-marked for the opening of the Summit to representatives of Civil Society, we here ask the delegates of the Secretariat for Civil Society and the administrators of the budgets for the organisation of the Summit, to offer the necessary financing for:
- activities: a call for projects from within the great international Free community, united around GNU, Copyleft, GDFL and other "Free" projects
- a hosting infrastructure for such a Village
- the coordination of the organisation of such a village (human resources)
- travel costs and lodging for the people in charge of the chosen projects.

Initiating committee of the "Free Village" petition:

Signing this petition : 
You can sign this petition at http://www.ynternet.org/info/27779.html 




