World Summit on the Information Society
Side event on the environmental impact of the information society
Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) have profound implications for environmental sustainability. For example, the energy use associated with producing and using computers is significant, as are the structural shifts in energy use due to ICT-induced shifts in business practice and consumption patterns. ICTs show potential to shift economic activity to a sustainable direction by improving environmental efficiency and substituting for transport (e.g. via telecommuting). There are also many possible uses for ICTs to help manage air and water quality or otherwise increase our knowledge about the environment. However, current policies do not aim at exploiting this potential but thus far have only addressed direct impacts of computers. The European Union, Japan, and many other nations are enacting legislation to deal with the resulting mountains of waste computers. The industrializing world is increasingly being used as a dumping ground for old computers. 

Environmental considerations are part of the set of issues being tackled at WSIS. This side event is intended as a platform for information exchange and brainstorming, to realize concrete action and to ensure effective inclusion of sustainability issues in the WSIS agenda and action. 

Tentative Program (status 21 November 2003)

· 9:00 Introduction;

· 9:15 The impact of ICT infrastructure (Eric Williams);

· 9:25 The energy consumption of ICT (Eric Williams); (the first and second presentations may be combined into one)

· 9:35 The waste side of ICT (Lorenz Hilty);

· 9:55 The indirect effects and effects on lifestyles (Thomas Schauer);

· 10:15 The potential benefits of ICT (Yves Loerincik);

· 10:35 The future impact of ICT (Karsten Schichke);

We may also bring the best posters from the SETAC case studies symposium to be shown.

Event logistics: 
December 10, 2003, Cervin, ground floor, space for 300 people, open to everybody (including people who are not accredited), Palexpo, Geneva, 

